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COVID-19 6/3 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 6,445,457 
Total deaths – 382,451 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,841,629 
Total deaths – 106,696 
Total # tests – 17,757,838 
  
Administration 

• The Trump admin. has selected five companies as the mostly likely candidates to 

produce a coronavirus vaccine, the New York Times reports, citing senior officials. 

o The five companies are Moderna, Oxford University and AstraZeneca, Johnson & 

Johnson, Merck and Pfizer  

o Note: Novavax and Inovio, which are also working on Covid-19 vaccines, sink to 

session lows after Trump vaccine update 

• The US should have 100 million doses of one candidate coronavirus vaccine by the end 

of the year, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and a member of the White House coronavirus task force, 

said Tuesday. 

o “Then, by the beginning of 2021, we hope to have a couple hundred million 

doses,” Fauci said during a live question and answer session with the Journal of 

the American Medical Association. 

o Fauci said the first vaccine candidate, made by biotech company Moderna in 

partnership with NIAID, should go into a final stage of trials in volunteers, known 

in the industry as Phase III, by mid-summer. Preparations at national and 

international sites are already under way, he said.  

o “The real business end of this all will be the Phase III that starts in the first week 

of July, hopefully, “ Fauci said. “We want to get as many datapoints as we can.” 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Tuesday more than 600 staffers 

are deployed to help local, state and tribal and territorial agencies work on containing 

and mitigating the spread of Covid-19. 

o At the same time, the CDC Foundation is “urgently recruiting” workers around 

the country for CDC’s Covid-19 Response Corps. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBD0GZ6JTSE8
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o The deployments are part of are part of the CDC’s effort to bolster contact 

tracing efforts to help contain Covid-19. The teams were initially deployed across 

eight states in April, a federal health official told CNN previously. The health 

official previously told CNN the teams are “testing new technologies,” including 

“having people do self-swabbing and evaluating how effective that is. They are 

also looking at some mobile technology to look at contact tracing.” 

o Contact tracing is widely considered to be necessary in order to reopen the 

economy. Contact tracers work to track down anyone who might have been 

infected by a person who was recently diagnosed, which allows those contacts to 

quarantine themselves and prevent further spread. 

o On the same site where CDC updates its deployment figures, the agency included 

updated resources for local agencies, including a list of services providing paid or 

volunteer resources to support efforts around Covid-19. 

• The U.S. government on Wednesday warned China that it will suspend passenger airline 

flights from that nation if Beijing doesn’t allow American carriers to reenter that market, 

an escalation in tensions between the two nations. 

o The action responds to China’s failure to permit U.S. carriers from expanding 

service there in the wake of the Covid-19 outbreak that prompted flight cuts 

early this year, said two people familiar with the decision who couldn’t be 

identified because it wasn’t finalized yet. 

• Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention issue guidance for recommended actions to protect agriculture workers 

from coronavirus exposure. 

o Guidance includes screening workers for virus symptoms, installing plastic 

barriers when distances of six feet between individuals are not possible and 

encouraging workers to use cloth face coverings in certain circumstances 

• The Energy Department is preparing to reopen its D.C. headquarters. Secretary Dan 

Brouillette wrote in an update this week that the building will transition to Phase 1 on 

June 8. The department's return-to-work plan says Phase 1 employees, or "mission-

critical personnel whose work is best performed onsite," would "return to the 

workplace, including those who are needed to support limited facility operations 

• The Federal Reserve’s $600 billion lending program intended to provide aid to 

businesses hit hard by the pandemic, set to be rolled out this week, may already be 

crumbling. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-agricultural-workers.html
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=9bd52eb0c7ac0efc9c65d7e0260855acc6c305400ad9d7668e110b07bc68147625a98dac99b9fbac59a53260c26bc402
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=9bd52eb0c7ac0efc38b8ac0b4dc404c6adec4b7c0685500050b4b4ea8eef44f29b98b5f925c6b06e584f6083c3f71e1c
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o Some potential borrowers complain that the "Main Street" lending program — 

so named because it's aimed at helping midsize companies hit hard by the 

coronavirus crisis — imposes interest rates that are too high and requires 

businesses to pay back loans too quickly,” they write. 

o “The warnings about the Main Street rescue echo those of the wildly popular 

Paycheck Protection Program, the small business lending effort that ran into a 

wall of problems after its chaotic launch in April, stirring up similar fears about 

whether federal assistance will get to the businesses that need it the most.” 

• The topic of the protests spanning across the United States came up at yesterday’s 

coronavirus task force meeting, a source familiar with the discussion said. 

o Members of the task force discussed the "increasing" risk that the virus is 

spreading among protesters at demonstrations across the country. 

• Warmer weather is unlikely to stop the spread of the deadly coronavirus, Dr. Francis 

Collins, the director of the National Institutes of Health, said in a blog post Tuesday. 

o “Climate only would become an important seasonal factor in controlling COVID-

19 once a large proportion of people within a given community are immune or 

resistant to infection,” Collins wrote, citing experts in infectious disease 

transmission and climate modeling. 

o “We’ll obviously have to wait a few months to get the data. But for now, many 

researchers have their doubts that the COVID-19 pandemic will enter a needed 

summertime lull,” he added. 

  
Capitol Hill 

• The Senate’s attempt to fix the popular Paycheck Protection Program has hit snags, 

possibly delaying changes for small businesses that seek more flexibility in using the 

rescue loan funds. 

o Some Republicans are refusing to provide unanimous agreement to quickly pass 

and send to President Donald Trump a PPP bill that passed the House last week 

on a 471-1 vote. 

o A roll-call vote could be scheduled this week or next week on the House bill or a 

possible amendment. That could require another vote in the House, which isn’t 

scheduled to return to Washington until June 30. 

• Dozens of House and Senate Democrats on Wednesday called on congressional leaders 

to put the ailing wind, solar, and other renewable energy producers front and center in 

the next round of Covid-19 recovery packages. 
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o A letter signed by 24 senators including Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.) and 

dozens of House Democrats—including Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.), who chairs a 

House Energy and Commerce panel on climate change—urges quick action to 

help a sector that has lost an estimated 600,000 jobs in recent months. The 

lawmakers suggested, among other actions, extending expiring clean energy tax 

credits. 

o “The myriad devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are staggering, and 

further compounded by a potentially prolonged economic downturn,” the letter 

says, adding Congress could ensure that recovery efforts focus on the 

“existential threat” posed by climate change. 

• The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee unveiled its $494 billion 

highway bill draft Wednesday. 

o The bill offers a vision similar to what House Democrats outlined in a blueprint in 

January, with a coronavirus twist: The new draft would help state transportation 

departments recover from the pandemic. The bill would provide about $83 

billion in federal relief to states and cities during the first year of the bill. Sources 

of revenue for state and local transportation departments, such as sales tax 

revenue for transit systems, have been decimated by the pandemic. States 

would also not need to match federal funding, according to the bill summary 

• U.S. may not need another stimulus bill as businesses are reopening, and a lot of money 

from previous stimulus hasn’t been paid out yet, Republican Sen. Pat Toomey tells Fox 

Business. 

• The Senate confirmed White House lawyer Brian Miller to be the federal watchdog 

overseeing trillions of dollars in loans and grants being provided to boost the U.S. 

economy reeling from the global pandemic. As special inspector general for pandemic 

recovery, Miller will lead oversight of money going from the Treasury Department and 

Federal Reserve to airlines, national security companies and other companies seeking 

low-interest loans 

• Republican Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst of Iowa tell FDA they are concerned 

about the agency’s pandemic-related guidance on the manufacturing of alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer products. 

o “I’m concerned this guidance may be too restrictive, leaving ethyl alcohol 

produced by Iowa’s ethanol industry on the sidelines when the need for hand 

sanitizer remains high,” Ernst says in joint statement with Grassley 

o “Setting such a high standard for acetaldehyde is concerning,” Grassley says 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.heinrich.senate.gov_download_clean-2Denergy-2Drecovery-2Dletter-2D06022020&d=DwMGaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=-WIZXxtyrKFp7GAxzaAAOuV5l2gHodGpKA8HxMqWGus&m=CwoFGjEeM-MI-JSQh0Qu1-CRavLdXFPiXhKg_UodIxc&s=D1NsISJlUBdxmktHzpvc2hE_Kx0APp3afT6keIMC0Y8&e=
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q4VYC96KLVR4
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB480
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB87373
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-temporary-policy-preparation-certain-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-products-during
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o “Acetaldehyde occurs naturally in the distillation process and at this current 

standard many common alcoholic beverages would be deemed out of 

compliance”: Grassley  

o See letter senators wrote FDA last week here  

• Senate Finance Committee will hold a hearing on emergency increased unemployment 

insurance on June 9. 

o NOTE: The unemployment insurance subsidy, created by the aid package known 

as the CARES Act, gives out-of-work individuals an additional $600 per week in 

unemployment insurance 

o NOTE: Subsidy is scheduled to sunset at the end of July and is a key negotiating 

point in talks over additional federal aid to the economic shock caused by covid-

19 

o Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia will testify, according to a Senate Republican aide 

familiar with the hearing plans 

• Iowa lawmakers and officials sent a letter to Secretary Sonny Perdue on Tuesday asking 

the USDA chief to send more support for the state’s egg farmers. The group said about 

70 percent of Iowa’s egg-laying flocks sell to the liquid egg market, which has been 

crushed by the closure of schools and restaurants. It’s distinct from the shell egg market, 

which actually saw a temporary boost when the pandemic started, said Gov. Kim 

Reynolds, Ag Secretary Mike Naig and Sens. Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley, all 

Republicans. 

o Ag producers that weren’t explicitly included in the USDA aid package can still 

qualify for payments if they demonstrate that their commodity prices have fallen 

by 5 percent or more since January. In the letter to Perdue, the Iowa officials 

said liquid egg prices have dropped by more than 68 percent since mid-January, 

citing data from USDA itself and similar estimates from market analysts. 

• Two Republicans on the House Education and Labor Committee called on unions 

Tuesday to stop collecting dues from unemployed workers. 

o The practice “is imposing an additional and unnecessary hardship on these 

workers and their families — making it even more difficult for struggling 

Americans to make ends meet," Committee ranking member Virginia Foxx (R-

N.C.) and Rep. Tim Walberg (R-Mich.), the top Republican on the HELP 

Subcommittee, said in letters to the presidents of the AFL-CIO, SEIU, 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters and UNITE HERE.  

https://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/05.26.20%20Letter%20to%20FDA.pdf
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=a1051c6e1ed3bbb9eefeadbf96a55d36fa745a85ee235463eba50f5dda0ca35b33abf2629023c548650fbe0e6bea2b22
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=a1051c6e1ed3bbb9d4c8a4b9fb45443134667cc8c930fe36a332d5c608295d2d2c245af56c05c16282f7bf0791534281
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=55918315bcf9b6d8fadcbd2dff9947395bc632e51fdee8bd3b8c529345d20358bed28403cf8c6cece88aa02c78029b26
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e41fbdf51469d2f67aa1642698c3137d2be1741489fe6fa2d92534cd63e1703f299fcb568b54c41bb43aed684f1633bb
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e41fbdf51469d2f67670e45795d052b8b21d4d9b9e6c0d47975c91784255a74ddc24515aa905a63bd1ad7811a3fc2939
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e41fbdf51469d2f697ad98146c30ef646c320c326fce295829cf4556aa6843513eb26b8d8b9b5fa1149ae056be239ef3
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o In response, AFL-CIO communications director Tim Schlittner said the “vast 

majority” of union members do not pay dues when they are out of work. He 

added: “This is the hollow act of two anti-worker politicians who would legislate 

unions out of existence if they had their way.” 

• Sen. Roy Blunt, a member of Senate GOP leadership, said the Senate is not likely to 

move ahead with another recovery package in June and will likely wait until July to act 

to see what the economy needs.  

o "My personal belief is we will do something before the August break — that's 

about the right the timing," he said. 

o As Blunt detailed the June schedule today, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell didn't mention plans to take up another recovery package this 

month. 

State/Local 

• Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam signed an executive order today that will allow the state 

to enter into its second phase of its reopening plan starting Friday.  

o This order will not apply to Northern Virginia and Richmond, which will continue 

to remain in phase one, according to a statement. 

o Under phase two, the release said, recommendations for social distancing, 

teleworking, and requiring individuals to wear face coverings in indoor public 

settings will continue. However, the maximum number of individuals permitted 

in a social gathering will increase from 10 to 50 people. 

o In addition, restaurant and beverage establishments may offer indoor dining at 

50% occupancy. Fitness centers may also open indoor areas at 30% occupancy, 

and certain recreation and entertainment venues without shared equipment 

may open with restrictions. These venues include museums, zoos, aquariums, 

botanical gardens, and outdoor concert, sporting, and performing arts venues. 

Swimming pools may also expand operations to both indoor and outdoor 

exercise, diving, and swim instruction.  

o The current guidelines for religious services, nonessential retail, and personal 

grooming services will largely remain the same in phase two. Overnight summer 

camps, most indoor entertainment venues, amusement parks, fairs, and 

carnivals will also remain closed in phase two. 

• Mayor Bill de Blasio still plans to begin reopening New York City on June 8, despite the 

unrest related to protests over the death of George Floyd and a curfew that will 

continue for the rest of the week. 
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o “It’s hard to believe that just a few days ago, all we were talking about was the 

pandemic,” de Blasio said Tuesday. “The pandemic is still there and we must 

address that. We need to reopen this city.” 

o Last week, the mayor estimated that 200,000 to 400,000 people will be returning 

to work in construction, manufacturing, wholesale and curbside retail during the 

first phase of the city’s reopening. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy will sign an executive order Wednesday to allow 

restaurants and bars to begin offering in-person, outdoor dining beginning June 15. 

o Guidance on the subject will be issued later today, he said in a news conference. 

• At least seven regions in New York are ready to enter phase two and reopen restaurants 

for outdoor seating beginning tomorrow, according to a news release from Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s office. 

o Restaurants in Capital Region, Central New York, Finger Lakes, the Mohawk 

Valley, the North County, the Southern Tier and Western New York can all 

reopen for outdoor seating, the release says. 

o Here are the guidelines restaurants must follow: 

o Outdoor tables must be spaced six feet apart 

o All staff must wear face coverings 

o Customers must also wear face coverings when not seated 

• California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed an executive order today requiring mail-in ballots 

be sent to all registered voters in the state for the upcoming general election in 

November. 

o The executive order cites the health risks posed by the Covid-19 pandemic and 

the potential of spreading the virus through in-person voting. 

o In addition to mail-in ballots, county officials are directed to provide voting 

locations remain available for those wishing to cast their ballots in person. At 

least one voting location per 10,000 registered voters is required.  

International 

• The Dutch government announced Wednesday that it will allow citizens to travel 

abroad for vacation to a large number of European countries, and will also allow some 

foreign tourists to come to the Netherlands. The policy goes into effect on June 15.  

o The government will continue to advise against nonessential travel to the United 

Kingdom and Sweden, “because the health risks there are estimated to be 

higher.” Travel outside Europe will still be “discouraged.” 
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o Starting on June 15, the Dutch government will lower its health travel warnings 

for Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany, Estonia, Italy, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Portugal, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, and the Dutch islands of the 

Caribbean. 

o France and Spain have yet to make a decision about whether Dutch tourists will 

be welcomed, the government said, and Denmark has already made clear that it 

does not want Dutch tourists. 

• People from ethnic minority groups in England face a higher risk of dying if they develop 

a serious case of Covid-19 than white patients, an analysis by Public Health England 

showed. 

o Males, people older than 80 years and those living in deprived areas are also 

more vulnerable, the agency said in a report published on Tuesday. The study 

didn’t take into account aggravating factors such as pre-existing medical 

conditions or obesity. 

• UK Home Secretary Priti Patel and Transport Secretary Grant Shapps defended their 

decision to require all travelers entering the United Kingdom from overseas to undergo 

14 days of quarantine, a move that the travel and tourism industries believe could deter 

visitors from coming. 

o Airlines and holiday companies have been campaigning against the policy, which 

is due to begin on Monday. Some government lawmakers are also critical of the 

new rules. 

• G7 Finance ministers say the group is suspending official bilateral debt payments for the 

poorest countries to year-end 2020 and possibly longer, according to a statement from 

the group distributed by the U.S. Treasury. 

o “We remain committed to assisting low-income countries in their responses to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. We will continue to work with the G20, Paris Club 

partners, the IMF, the World Bank, and other creditors to secure debt 

sustainability and transparency, including promoting timely creditor 

coordination and fair burden sharing” group says in the statement 

• Iceland is proceeding with plans to test all incoming airline passengers for Covid-19 from 

June 15 in a bid to salvage tourism, its biggest export. The government’s announcement 

follows consultations with the country’s chief epidemiologist and a deal with DeCODE 

Genetics, which will assist with the testing facilities. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBAUD3T0AFB9
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• The Portuguese government said it’s in advanced talks with Germany about setting up 

an “air corridor” for tourists. The government also started talks about this with the U.K. 

last week, Economy Minister Pedro Siza Vieira said at a parliamentary hearing in Lisbon. 

• Tokyo issued an alert to residents for the first time urging additional caution against the 

pandemic, after a spike in new cases. There were 34 new infections in the Japanese 

capital on Tuesday, the most in a single day in more than three weeks. 

o Governor Yuriko Koike triggered what she dubbed a “Tokyo Alert,” aiming to 

heighten residents’ awareness, which could lead to businesses in the capital 

again being asked to close their doors should a surge continue. 

• The Venezuelan government, led by embattled President Nicolas Maduro, and the 

opposition led by Juan Guaidó, have signed an agreement to cooperate in the fight 

against Covid-19 by allowing aid into the country through the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO). 

o This is one of the few times the two sides are known to have signed an 

agreement. 

• Austria and Germany are preparing to ease travel restrictions imposed to limit the 

spread of the coronavirus. Austria will reopen its borders with seven neighboring 

countries from Thursday -- but not with Italy. 

• Several nations in Latin America, including Brazil and Mexico, are easing movement 

restrictions and allowing more businesses to resume operations, even as cases surge. 

The World Health Organization's director for the Americas, Dr. Carissa Etienne, warned 

on Tuesday that countries reopening too quickly "risk a resurgence of Covid-19 that 

could erase the advantage gained over the past few months." 

• South Korea has approved imports of the antivirus drug remdesivir, the country’s 

Ministry of Food and Drug Safety said in a news release on Wednesday. 

o Authorities said the decision was made because the drug had meaningfully 

shortened the treatment period for severe cases of Covid-19 in the United 

States, Japan and United Kingdom during the pandemic. 

Other 

• NASA and Fitbit received approval from the US Food and Drug Administration on 

Tuesday for their ventilators designed to help Covid-19 patients.  

o NASA’s design, dubbed the VITAL (Ventilator Intervention Technology Accessible 

Locally), is a temporary piece of equipment that uses an internal compressor and 

is meant to last three to four months. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBAVHNDWRGGK
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBAURADWX2PV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/americas/latin-america-coronavirus-reopening-intl/index.html
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• The College Board is no longer preparing an at-home SAT test this year, the American 

organization announced Tuesday, as it continues to navigate testing in the United States 

during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “The College Board will pause on offering an at-home SAT this year because 

taking it would require three hours of uninterrupted, video-quality internet for 

each student, which can’t be guaranteed for all,” according to a statement.  

• Colleges face a huge unfunded mandate to offer paid sick and family leave unless 

Congress makes them eligible for a tax credit to cover the cost of the benefit, higher 

education lobbying groups are warning lawmakers. Congress required employers to 

offer two weeks of paid sick leave and 10 weeks of partially paid leave in the Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act. But public colleges weren’t eligible for a refundable tax 

credit 

• Harvard University is weighing an array of options -- from disinfecting classrooms after 

each session to reducing the number of students sitting in lecture halls -- to cope with 

the coronavirus pandemic when it reopens, said President Lawrence Bacow. 

o The Cambridge, Massachusetts, school will also likely cancel some fall sports, he 

said, and is holding off a decision to resume instruction on campus as long as 

possible. 

• Lufthansa is making it compulsory for people to wear face masks on its flights from June 

8, according to a statement. Passengers must wear the masks when boarding, during 

the flight and when leaving the aircraft. Exceptions will be made for children under the 

age of 6 and for health reasons. 

• Nearly 80 percent of shuttered nonessential employers plan to reopen their workplaces 

within three months, according to a Littler survey of more than 1,000 employers. More 

than 30 percent reported planning to reopen within one month. 

o Nearly 60 percent plan to test or screen employees for Covid-19, the survey 

found, either by performing temperature checks, checking for symptoms or 

testing for antibodies or antigens. 

• Workers at an Oakland franchise-owned McDonald’s filed a safety hazard complaint 

with the California Division of Occupational Safety and Health last week alleging that the 

company’s reopening plan fails to identify specific quarantine and paid leave procedures 

for when workers fall ill with Covid-19.  

o The McDonald’s corporation’s “Dine-In Reopening Playbook,” released May 12, 

includes requirements for “excluding employees with either COVID-like 

symptoms, or have had close contact with a ‘person who has been diagnosed 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=fef975ae72228b95cb3dd7200aed2764c92102fa13ae28673ecd97d217a7152a14291b53d6b109a7d18a52d8310cb43f
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e41fbdf51469d2f6371c3c952e0ebf1a5dc5435de5e028c72de7140cf5d8997117d6bcc61228b8964eec89848460e264
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e41fbdf51469d2f6371c3c952e0ebf1a5dc5435de5e028c72de7140cf5d8997117d6bcc61228b8964eec89848460e264
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with COVID19 by a medical provider.’” But the workers’ complaint argues that 

the guidelines don’t specify how long the quarantine period and paid time off 

should last, and the vague language leaves out asymptomatic workers, which 

allows “the infection to spread among workers who do not look or feel sick but 

are infectious through no fault of their own,” the complaint says.  

• The World Health Organization's Data Safety and Monitoring Committee has 

recommended for WHO to continue studying hydroxychloroquine as a potential Covid-

19 treatment in its Solidarity Trial, WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus said during a media briefing in Geneva on Wednesday.  

o Last week, WHO announced that it had temporarily paused the 

hydroxychloroquine arms of the trial due to concerns surrounding the drug's 

safety. 

o "This decision was taken as a precaution while the safety data were 

reviewed. The Data Safety and Monitoring Committee of the Solidarity Trial has 

been reviewing the data," Tedros said on Wednesday. 

• European rail operator Thalys is to gradually resume its international train services 

between the Netherlands, Belgium, France and Germany starting next week. 

o Thalys, which normally carries 7.5 million passengers a year to 26 destinations 

has been running four trains a day between Brussels, Amsterdam and Paris since 

March 10. 

o Beginning on June 9, the operator will restart a daily service between Dortmond 

and Paris and increase other services to 20% of its normal offering by the middle 

of July, with the hope of running 50% of its trains by August. 

• A new London-based coronavirus treatment trial launched this week will test if a 

formulation of ibuprofen can treat one of the complications of coronavirus: severe 

acute respiratory distress syndrome. 

o The trial is jointly headed by King's College London, a London research hospital 

and the pharmaceutical organization, the SEEK Group. 

o It aims to reduce Covid-19 related respiratory failure, which in turn may 

decrease the need for more aggressive intervention such as ventilation, Kings 

College London said in a statement. 

• The University of Southern California plans to resume in-person classes for the fall 

semester starting August, USC President Carol Folt said in a letter to students on 

Tuesday. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/23/health/chloroquine-hydroxycholoroquine-drugs-explained/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/25/health/hydroxychloroquine-study-halt/index.html
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o Folt said that starting the week of August 10, orientation for incoming students 

will be conducted online. Small, in-person events will be held if possible. 

• Eurostar has made a small increase to service due to a slight rise in demand, according 

to a representative for the high-speed rail service. 

o Eurostar has two trains a day in each direction on the Paris-London route 

Monday to Thursday and three trains on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. It 

maintains one train in each direction on the London-Brussels route 

  
  
 


